As to the causation of this fortunately rare complication of surgical lesion, it is easy to theorize, but more difficult to prove the correctness of the theory.
I would be inclined to seek the connexion between the surgical lesion and its pulmonary complication in the nervous system, and probably in that little known system the vasomotor or sympathetic. Some disturbance to the branches regulating the tension of the pulmonary vessels might easily explain the rapidity and extent of the disturbance to the physical phenomena of the pulmonary circulation. We find this disturbance in purely medical disease, such as fevers, diphtheria, and the like, and we are not unprepared for internal visceral congestion in them.
We know that in certain stages of the progress of a burn, visceral congestion may be expected, partly from the increased work given to the viscera by the skin being so far thrown out of working order, but partly, also, as a result of shock to the nervous system. 
